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PREFACE 
 

Nature Society (Singapore) [NSS] has four main objectives in accordance with its constitution: 
 
● To promote an interest in the flora and fauna of Singapore and the surrounding Southeast 

Asian region. 
● To promote an awareness of nature and the environment and the conservation thereof. 
● To encourage and promote responsible attitudes towards the conservation of our natural 

heritage and the environment. 
● To initiate and support research projects relating to the study and conservation of nature 

and the environment. 
 
NSS has been a registered Society in Singapore under the Societies Act (Chapter 311) since 30 March 
1961, and an approved charity under the Charities Act, Cap 37 since 19 February 2008; it has also 
been accorded Institution of Public Character (IPC) status since 1 September 2008.  IPC status must 
be renewed every two years and NSS’s will next be up for renewal on 31 August 2019.  

The Society reports its compliance with the Charity Commissioners’ Code of Governance by 
completing the Evaluation Checklist for IPCs annually.  The returns can be viewed on the Charity 
Portal (www.charities.gov.sg).  NSS’s Unique Entity No is S61SS0142H. 

 
The registered address of the Society is: 510 Geylang Road, #02-05 The Sunflower, Singapore 
389466.  The premises are held in trust for the Society by three trustees – Dr Geh Min, Prof Lye Lin 
Heng, Prof Ng Soon Chye – under a trust instrument dated 29 March 2000. 
  
The Society’s conflict of interest policy is stated in the following resolution passed at the 54th Annual 
General Meeting of the Society on 24 May 2008:   “That at the first Executive Committee/Council 
Meeting after each Annual General Meeting all members of the incoming Executive Committee and 
of the Council declare and have minuted any general conflict of interest which they consider they may 
have, and that before any specific discussions and decisions at this or any other meetings of the 
Executive Committee and Council, members consider whether any conflicts of interest exist for any 
members and, where they are considered to exist, request that member to abstain from the vote or 
decision-making process”. 

None of the Society’s staff receives more than $100,000 in annual remuneration. 
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President’s Report 

 

by Dr Shawn Lum 

 

Introduction 

This is my tenth report as Nature Society (Singapore) President. While I am more 
accustomed to the position and its associated duties than when I started, I am learning new 
things every day. While I feel that we have accomplished much over the years, I know we 
are capable of so much more given the talent, commitment, and love for nature amongst 
our amazing membership. 2017 was an exciting year for us, and it illustrates the point that 
even more tantalising opportunities await us.  

 

Achievements 

Recognition came on a number of different fronts in 2017. For the second year running the 
Nature Society was conferred the Charity Transparency Award, given by the Ministry of 
Culture, Community and Youth, in the Small Charities category. This was made possible by 
the hard work of Joe Lim of the NSS Secretariat and our Hon. Secretary Peter Connell. The 
value of good governance and transparency goes beyond following charities guidelines. 
With these comes confidence from our supporters and stakeholders, a solid foundation 
from which to grow our activities and improve our effectiveness, and a chance to share best 
practices with fellow charities. I am grateful to our Secretariat and Exco for working 
tirelessly to improve our practices and workflows, in particular our Hon. Treasurer Yip Yew 
Chong, Peter Connell and Joe Lim. Our past Hon. Secretary Margie Hall was instrumental in 
steering us through the early stages of this very important journey. I am also happy that we 
reside in a supportive NGO community whose members have been there to help whenever 
we asked for advice and guidance. 

In November 2017 I had the great honour of receiving the President’s Award for the 
Environment by the Ministry for Environment and Water Resources. It was indescribably 
exciting and moving for me. However, the award was not so much recognition of personal 
accomplishments, but rather those of the Nature Society; the President’s Award was a 
collective achievement. NSS Immediate Past President Dr Geh Min was conferred the same 
award in 2006, its inaugural year. Dr Geh was, and continues to be, an incredible mentor, 
and without her guidance our Society would be much less effective. I will forever be grateful 
to those who nominated me for the award and for working so hard in preparing the 
nomination.  

 

 

 



 

Conservation  

Nature Society members were active on many conservation fronts in 2017, each requiring 
hours of study, discussion, and dialogue. A sampling of these follows.  

Development Projects: Every patch of habitat, however small, likely has high conservation 
value, given that Singapore is small and largely urbanised, that little natural habitat remains, 
and that each habitat area is diverse and often home to species that are locally or globally 
threatened. Each development in a forested or coastal area thus has significant implications 
for the long-term viability of Singapore’s flora and fauna. Two large-scale developments 
occupied the attention of Nature Society members last year – the area around Mandai Road 
and Mandai Lake Road, site of the future Mandai Safari Park, and the Tengah area bounded 
by the Kranji and Pan-Island Expressways, soon to become an extensive HDB Estate. 
Feedback from knowledgeable NSS members such as Dr Ho Hua Chew is invaluable in trying 
to achieve the least-negative outcome for nature in the affected areas. 

Migratory Flyways: Singapore lies along the most threatened of the world’s coastal 
migratory bird flyways, the East Asian-Australasian Flyway. In early 2017 two initiatives 
dedicated to protecting these flyways, the East Asian-Australasian Flyway Partnership and 
the Arctic Migratory Bird Initiative, met in Singapore. Members of the NSS Bird Group 
contributed to these important meetings. 

Species Working Groups: Nature Society members are frequently consulted on matters 
pertaining to wildlife conservation and management. Species working groups have been 
formed to plan measures to protect and manage species that are rare and/or involved in 
human-wildlife conflict. Recently formed species working groups include those for 
pangolins, Raffles banded langurs, wild boar, and long-tailed macaques. Nature Society 
members from the Vertebrate Study Group have invested significant amounts of time to 
these initiatives.  

 

Policy 

Our natural heritage is precious and needs protecting, and thus much of the Nature 
Society’s work is dedicated to ensuring that Singapore’s nature is effectively cared for. While 
it is our duty to look after our wildlife and wild areas, Singapore is home to but a tiny 
fraction of the region’s biological riches. By actively pursuing policy initiatives, the Nature 
Society can make major contributions to conservation at both local and regional levels, via 
engagement with bodies such as the IUCN and through networks such as the BirdLife 
International partnership. The Nature Society is a member of both, and through these can 
make outsize contributions that benefit regional and global biodiversity. When our 
Environmental Law and Policy Coordinator Vina Dharmarajah stepped down after becoming 
the Asia Regional Director of BirdLife International in early 2017, the NSS was left with a 
very large capacity deficit. I am delighted that a group of Singapore’s brightest young 
conservationists have now formed the nucleus of a Nature Society policy team. I have very 
high hopes for this team and am more convinced than ever that conservation policy is an 
area where the NSS can make meaningful and lasting contributions to nature conservation. I 



 

cannot thank Vina Dharmarajah enough for opening my eyes to the vast potential of the 
Nature Society in this vital area. 

 

Programmes 

After years of promoting the importance and benefits of citizen science initiatives for nature 
conservation whilst planning one of our own, in 2017 the Nature Society unveiled an 
exciting new programme called “Every Singaporean A Naturalist”. Dr Anuj Jain and Kerry 
Pereira planned, coordinated and led the effort, with a pilot programme involving secondary 
schools and two university groups. “Every Singapore a Naturalist” aims to gather vital long-
term data on urban plants and animals and to engage and nurture young naturalists, from 
whose ranks will hopefully one day come tomorrow’s conservation leaders. “Every 
Singaporean A Naturalist” was made possible by the support of HSBC Singapore.  

 

Fundraising 

The reach and positive impact of the Nature Society is especially impressive considering we 
have only two full-time (albeit amazing) staff. So many of our efforts are led by skilled, 
knowledgeable, and dedicated volunteers. Building on these foundations and increasing our 
effectiveness will require scaling up the number and scope of our programmes and our 
capacity. Restricted funding often limits the ability of NGOs to realise their potential, and in 
this regard the Nature Society was given a huge boost with a strengthened fundraising team 
of Ben Szeto and Ms Vicki Guthrie. Their work raises the possibility of achieving important 
conservation goals.  
 
 
Publications  
 
We are back on track with the publication of Nature Watch, thanks in large part to our new 
Editor Ms Gemma Koh and Assistant Editor Ms Margie Hall. Catching up on backlogged 
issues is not a trivial task, and I am grateful to Gemma, Margie, and the many talented 
Nature Watch contributors for making this possible. 
 
The Art of Advocacy in Singapore, edited by civil society mainstays Constance Singam and 
Margaret Thomas, was launched in November, with a chapter contributed by Dr Ho Hua 
Chew, assisted by Shawn Lum. Focused as we are on nature conservation, it is easy to forget 
that the NSS is part of a diverse and inspiring civil society community in Singapore. The 
Nature Society benefits from the expertise and experience of everyone in this diverse NGO 
family, but our experiences can inform fellow NGOs as well. Whatever good standing we 
have in the civil society community is due in large part to the tireless work and 
achievements of Dr Ho, who in 2016 received the “Outstanding Advocate of our Time” 
award by the Singapore Advocacy Awards.  
 
 



 

Continuity and Renewal 
 
At last year’s Annual General Meeting I reflected on core values of the Nature Society in 
relation to what we do and what we hope to achieve. I think it is useful to learn from and to 
be guided by past work without being constrained by it. How we evolve while retaining the 
essence of who we are will be key to continued success.  New charities guidelines on term 
limits for board members that come into effect in 2020 are facilitating this renewal process. 
From 2020, board members of charities will be able to serve a maximum of ten consecutive 
years, though they may return after a two-year hiatus. There are four NSS Exco members 
who will have to step down by 2020: Shawn Lum, Leong Kwok Peng, Dr Ho Hua Chew, and 
Goh Si Guim. There is more to renewal than changing board members, of course, and the 
more important challenge is to recruit new members and to help them develop into the 
next generation of conservation trailblazers.  
 
 
Acknowledgements 
 
There are so many people without whose contributions the Nature Society would not be a 
positive force for the conservation of our natural heritage. Special mention goes to our 
incredibly dedicated Secretariat, Joe Lim and Kerry Pereira. I must also single out the 
members of the Society’s Executive Committee and Council, who have invested much time, 
energy, and heart in the Society. Their skills, belief in the NSS and their cooperative spirit 
create the platform from which the NSS can achieve good things. I also thank Ms Ng Bee 
Choo for leading the Vertebrate Study Group (VSG) for the past few years. This year Bee 
Choo will be handing over the VSG Chair to Tony O’Dempsey. Many of us remain indebted 
to Bee Choo and her husband Morten Strange for setting up the much-loved bookstore 
“Nature’s Niche”. Nature’s Niche was far more than a business; it was a gathering place for 
the entire nature community in Singapore and served a vital role in informing, connecting, 
and captivating. Bee Choo brought a similar ethos to her leadership of the VSG and I hope 
she will continue to lend her expertise to the Society.  
 
As always, I am indebted to all of our members and volunteers. As a volunteer-led 
organisation, without the help and backing of our membership we would simply cease to 
function. I also extend the Society’s gratitude to all of our generous supporters and hope 
that our work justifies your belief in us and that we can continue to translate donor support 
into tangible conservation and nature outreach achievements.  
 
I reserve the final section of this report to thank two people who have provided service to 
the Nature Society that I cannot adequately articulate, and whose contributions to the 
Society will continue to inform and illuminate for years to come.  
 
Mr Yip Yew Chong joined the Nature Society as an Assistant Treasurer and served three 
years as our Honorary Treasurer. Yew Chong improved our processes, cooperated closely 
with auditors, became actively involved with colleagues at the Charities Unit, and worked 
hard to strengthen our governance infrastructure. Most importantly, Yew Chong redefined 
the Treasurer’s role. He helped us fully realise the strategic potential of the Treasurer’s role.  



 

Yew Chong’s comprehensive understanding of our conservation and outreach work and the 
Society’s mission helped us develop a holistic approach to planning and implementing 
programmes. His insights allowed us to see fundraising, planning, and management of funds 
in a more considered and strategic way. Tangible contributions Yew Chong made include his 
work in helping the Nature Society retain its charity status, and his work in mapping out 
procedures led directly to our Charity Governance and Transparency Awards. 
 
I stepped into my current role in the Exco in 2008, while Mr Leong Kwok Peng was elected 
Vice President.  Kwok Peng is stepping down after ten years amazing years in this role. He 
will no doubt continue to serve the Nature Society and society at large with distinction but 
this is an appropriate time to share with you my gratitude to Kwok Peng and to highlight 
what an asset he has been to the NSS and to Singapore. 
 
Kwok Peng’s most visible contribution was as the first person to suggest that the former 
KTM Railway Line be turned into a continuous Green Corridor. "Imagine an almost 
continuous stretch of natural forest, fruit orchard and greenery from Tanjong Pagar to 
Woodlands… Wouldn't the railway line make a fabulous nature corridor and green 
expressway connecting northern and southern Singapore?" The Straits Times quoted Kwok 
Peng saying in May 2010. He helped start a Facebook page dedicated to the Green Corridor 
and watched it gather support. Kwok Peng brought together nature enthusiasts, architects, 
urban planners, and heritage experts, and organised workshops that led to the first 
comprehensive proposal for the Green Corridor. The URA, heritage community, recreational 
cyclists and so many more rallied behind the idea of the corridor, affirming Kwok Peng’s 
vision. What an indelible achievement for Kwok Peng, but as amazing as it was, he has done 
so much more.  
 
To keep this report from becoming a major tome, here are but a few of the many 
contributions Leong Kwok Peng has made to nature conservation and outreach over the 
years. He was a pioneer, in the early 1990s, in transplanting corals from reefs threatened by 
land reclamation to safer sites. Today it has become standard procedure in Singapore. In 
this and in many other areas of marine conservation, Kwok Peng was determined, steady, 
and forward looking. He organised the publication of Singapore Waters, was involved early 
in the production of the Singapore Blue Plan, and mentored a succession of Marine 
Conservation Group volunteers and future chairpersons. 
 
The production of a commemorative 60th Anniversary volume of Nature Watch, and more 
importantly, the archiving of precious Nature Society records and memories, was another of 
Kwok Peng’s many initiatives. So too was his recruitment of many NSS Exco members, 
advisors, legal consultants, and so much more. He helped strengthen ties with our sister 
group the Malaysian Nature Society, and built bridges linking civil society, government 
agencies, schools, and businesses, among others.  
 
We’ve had many distinguished Vice Presidents in the Nature Society over the years, but 
Leong Kwok Peng wasn’t so much a Vice President as he was a Co-President. He did his work 
quietly but with authority, respect for others, and with an open mind. And all of this with 
unrivalled style and charm. I will miss working with you on the NSS Exco, Kwok Peng.  



 

 
Looking Ahead 
 
2017 was an exciting year for the Nature Society.  We have the beginnings of a holistic 
public outreach/citizen science programme, we have made progress in putting together a 
coordinated membership and fundraising plan, we have talented young conservationists 
working alongside experienced experts, and we continue to be recognised for the things we 
have done well. But in a small, densely populated place like Singapore, the next 
conservation challenge could happen anytime. Regionally the conservation situation 
remains sketchy. More than ever, conservation groups like ours are needed – and to be 
better organised, to work more effectively, and to utilise local strengths and turn them into 
conservation assets on a larger scale. I hope that we make even greater strides in 2018. 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Financial Year 2017 or Year Ended 31 December 2017 

 by Mr. Yip Yew Chong 

Honorary Treasurer 

2017 Activities Summary 

Key highlights and finance related accomplishments in 2017: 

1. 2017 total income less total expenditure was a deficit of $4,116.  
2. There was no fundraising event held. A new committee has been formed, and they have 

written a strategy for 2018-2022.  
3. NSS was awarded the Charity Transparency Award 2017 for the small charities category. 
4. Conducted the external statutory audit and achieved an unqualified report. 
 

Financial Position Summary 

The table below provides a summary of the financial position and use of funds in 2017: 

Funds 
Beginning 

balance 
As at 1st Jan 2017 

Income          Expenses        Ending balance 
As at 31st Dec 2017 

General Funds:  Designated + 
non-designated $843,550  $210,964  $210,089  $844,425  

General Funds: Special 
Interest Groups and 

Committees  
$213,869 $20,058  $25,555  $208,372  

Restricted Funds $105,169  $506  $0  $105,675  

Total $1,162,588 $231,528  $235,644  $1,158,472  

                                          

                                                                                         

 

 

In 2017, NSS’s total income less total expenditure was nearly flat - a small deficit of $4,116. 
There was no dedicated fundraising event organized during the year. Total funds decreased 
accordingly by $4,116 to $1,158,472. Cash and Deposits decreased slightly by $1,182 to 
$746,067.  The net book accounting value of the free-hold property (NSS-owned office at 
510 Geylang Road Sunflower Building) decreased to $423,515 due to on-going accounting 
depreciation over 50 years at $13,099 expensed per year. However, we believe that the 
market value of the property is significantly higher than the net book accounting value.  

 

 

 
 Net deficit: $4,116              

Held as: 
Cash       $747,249 
Property    $436,614 
Others      ($21,275) 

                 $1,162,588 

 

 

Held as: 
Cash       $746,067 
Property    $423,515 
Others      ($11,110) 

                 $1,158,472 

 

 



 

Overall, NSS Exco believes that the NSS financial position remains healthy and prudent and 
its key reserves (the freehold property and cash) are safeguarded. 

The table below provides more insights of the audited 2017 income and expenses numbers 
segmented by SIG/Committee for internal management control purposes :   

  Income Expenses  

     
General Membership $45,961    
(excluding Donations $114,677    
 SIG/Committee) Other  $6,611    
  Contract Income & Expense $19,177 $42,766  
  Staff   $106,347  
  Support Admin & Audit   $19,838  
  Facilities   $25,600  
  Publications and Other ops   $11,040  
  $186,426 $212,051  
     
SIG/Committee Bird $25,153 $7,397  
  Butterfly & Insect $3,173 $434  
  Marine Conservation $13,642 $11,806  
  Vertebrate Study $1,030 $2,056  
  Plant $328                -    
  Conservation $610                -    
  Education $492        $1,339    
  Jalan Hijau   -                $561  
  Rambler           $375                 -    
  $44,803 $23,593  
     
Restricted ‘Marine Parks Indonesia’ Book $300    
  Painted Wings      
  Butterfly Trail Orchard      
  Fedex      
  Tan Teck Guan     
  $300 0  

TOTAL NSS    $231,528     235,644   $4,115 
       Deficit 
     

 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, 2017 has been a year of normal operations with continued financial 
prudence. Without any formal fundraising activity, we were able to maintain a fairly neutral 
income-expenditure status (small deficit of SGD4,115).  

General 
Membership income dipped slightly to $46K in 
2017 (2016: $47K).  

Total donations have decreased (2016: $160K) 
mainly due to 2016’s exceptional SG50 
donations of $69k received from schools.  

Other Income has decreased to $7K (2016 $22K) 
mainly because of 2016’s  exceptional 
Governance Award and Computer Grant.  

Contract Income and Expense (Activities, 
Projects and Campaigns) have increased mainly 
due to more income from trips and more 
expenses from use of designated funds. 

Total of Staff, Administration, Facilities and 
Publications is $163K (2016 $161k), a slight 
inflationary increase.  

           Contract Expenses classified here are to match against 
General or designated funds received. Main expenses are 
Nature Watch publications and costs of ESN project (Every 
Singaporean a Naturalist). 

SIG/Committee 
Net SIG/Committee Income and Expenses is an 
overall surplus of $21K mainly due to more 
donations to Bird Group.    

       From the total “Donations” of $133.3K as shown the 
audited statutory accounts, we have carved out $18.6K of 
donations and classified them under the respective 
SIG/Comm’s “income” so as to attribute them to the 
SIG/Committee’s dedicated effort. 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 



 

Although the Strategic Plan, the Fund-raising Committee and the Membership Committee 
were formed in 2015, we have not been able to make significant progress in increasing 
memberships or organizing fundraising events due to manpower shortages in these 
committees. We take this opportunity to welcome all members and volunteers to join our 
Fund-raising and Membership Committees. Thank you! 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 

Conservation Committee 
by Leong Kwok Peng & Dr Ho Hua Chew 
 
1. PUB’s Solar Panel Projects at Upper Peirce & Tengeh Reservoir 
 
We were officially notified of PUB’s plan to set up permanent floating solar panels at Tengeh 
and Upper Peirce Reservoir in mid-2017. We were invited for a briefing and visit to the two 
project sites on 2 July (Sunday), for which Tony, Beng Chiak, Hua Chew and Kwok Peng from 
NSS participated. This was followed by a meeting on 9 July (Sunday) at the MEWR’s office 
where Tony, Kwok Peng, Hua Chew and Shawn were present. The meeting focussed on the 
scope of the EIA that PUB is initiating and the nitty-gritty issues of its 
methodology/implementation procedures at the two sites. However, we took the 
opportunity to highlight our concerns with the location of the project at Upper Peirce which 
is within the Central Catchment Nature Reserve. We urge that alternative locations --- e.g. 
Lower Seletar and Bedok Reservoir --- should be also be part of the EIA so that a 
comparative cost-benefit assessment can be made in the final analysis.      
 

 
Site Visit to Tengeh and Upper Peirce Reservoir 

 
 



 

2. HDB Tengah Forest Development (Phase 1) 
 
We participated in a meeting with HDB on 25 April on invitation from HDB to provide our 
feedback on their development plan at Tengah Forest. Kwok Peng, Kerry, Steven Chong and 
Hua Chew were present at the meeting. The HDB showed us their development plan for 
Phase 1, which comprises 120 hectares of the total development area, located at the wedge 
between PIE and Bukit Batok Road. HDB also shows us their plan for the development of 
Pasir Ris Drive 3 woodland fringing the Carpark at the Pasir Ris Green. As to the Pasir Drive 3 
development plan, we urge that the forest patch south of and contiguous to the Sungei 
Tampines Mangrove be left untouched a buffer to the development.  
 
This was followed on 29 June by a visit to the Tengah Forest Phase 1 site led by HDB with 
from NSS, Kwok Peng, Steven Chong, Kerry and Hua Chew participating. In Phase 1, HDB’s 
procedure is for the forest to be cleared in stages and whatever wildlife present within the 
Phase 1 area will be systematically shifted to the rest of the forest and the cleared area 
cordoned off to prevent their return.  
 
NSS’ position as expressed to HDB in the feedback meeting on 2 July, with respect to the 
HDB plan for the whole area, is that the 5 km long and 100 m wide wildlife corridor (nature 
way) contiguous to the Kranji Expressway will not be ultimately adequate to harbour the 
rich wildlife that are present in the area. It also may be problematic to serve as a dispersal 
corridor for wildlife from the Western Catchment to Bukit Batok and Bukit Timah Nature 
Reserve, given the current and future clearance/degradation of the woodlands/forests in 
the surrounding districts/zones.  
 
We emphasize the need for a core area or two apart from the planned wildlife corridor 
(nature way) along the Kranji Expressway. A written and detailed 
proposals/recommendations is under preparation.  

 
View of Tengah Forest 

 
 



 

3. Green Corridor 
 
a) Friends of the Rail Corridor 
Nparks has taken over from URA as the lead government agency for the future development 
of the Rail Corridor. 
 
We continued to engage with Nparks and URA on the future development plan of the Rail 
Corridor starting with the first 4 km between Old Bukit Timah Railway Station and Hillview. 
 
RCP will become part of the Friends of the Rail Corridor helmed by Nparks. 
 
There were a series of Friends of the Rail Corridor meeting and workshop held in Aug and 
Sep 2017 culminating in ‘Celebrating Biodiversity and Heritage of our Rail Corridor (Central)’ 
exhibition launch on 21 Oct 2017 at Bukit Timah Nature Reserve Visitor Centre.  
 

 
Nparks, URA & Friends of the Rail Corridor 

 
Leong Kwok Peng represented NSS on the Rail Corridor segment at the opening ceremony of 
the return exhibition of SG Pavilion of the 15th International Architecture Exhibition in 
Venice on 3 Mar 2017 held at National Design Centre. 
 
 
 



 

b) Rail Corridor Watch Group (RCWG) 
RCWG continued to watch over the Green Corridor and provided feedback reports to SLA 
and PUB under the leadership of Prof Liew Kai Khiun. 
 
SLA/PUB updated the group on the progress of the Murnane Pipeline Project that extend 
from Rifle Range Road all the way to Tg Pagar Railway Station. This included a site visit to 
the Ghim Moh section to view the near completed section in June 2017. 
 
Kai Khiun, Ulf Remahl, Ng Bee Choo and Kwok Peng attended the site visit.  
 

 
Site visit to view the Murnane Pipeline Project at Ghim Moh section of the Rail Corridor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

4. Bukit Brown 
 

 
 

 
We provided biodiversity information and photos for the Bukit Brown Cemetery self-guided 
trail panel. This pilot project was spearheaded by the Singapore Heritage Society and was 
launched in 18 Nov (Saturday). The panel is on a square-shaped pillar located just inside the 
new gateway into Bukit Brown with the information plaques on four sides. The biodiversity 
information plaque is on one side. The Guest-of-Honour is Mr Desmond Lee, the 2nd 
Minister of National Development. Kwok Peng and Hua Chew were present.  
 
 
5. Raffles’ Country Club  
 
On 6 June, we visited the Raffles Country Club on an invitation from a member to make a 
quick assessment of the wildlife there. The Club’s land is in the process of being acquired by 
the government for the purpose of implementing the KL-Singapore High Speed Rail. The 
Club’s rep has encouraged that members plan to make a request to the relevant authorities 
for a public park be set up in the former Club’s land. The strip that is fringing the Tengeh 
Reservoir has scenic beauty and wildlife. Members can then keep a link to their favourite 
recreational ground when the Club is gone.  
 
Our position is that we have no objection to their plan but can only be involved in assisting 
them to conduct a survey of the wildlife within their compound and neighbouring fringes.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

6. Mandai Safari Park Project at Mandai Lake Road               

There were a series of engagement meetings and site visits for this ongoing project which 
included representations from various nature groups and experts. 
 
Items discussed include progress and outcome of the environmental mitigation and 
monitoring plan, and other upcoming development such as the eco-accommodation and 
wastewater treatment plant. 
 
 
7. Bidadari 
 
Nparks and HDB updated us on the landscape design and biodiversity strategies for the 10ha 
Bidadari Park on 15 June 2017 at HDB Hub. 
 
 
8. Cross Island Line (CRL) 
 
There were a series of engagement meetings and site visits on the CRL’s Site Investigation 
Works at CCNR for Cross Island Line (CRL) with LTA, Nparks and their consultants. 
 
 
9.  NParks 
 
We attended the opening of the Chestnut Nature Park (North) 25th Feb 2017, Windsor 
Nature Park on 22th Apr 2017 and the Sungei Buloh 24th Birthday Anniversary on 9th Dec 
2017. 
 
 
10. Malaysian Nature Society 
 
A group from NSS went up to Johor to attend an MNS Johor branch press briefing and 
workshop on the Raffles Banded Langur on 27th Sep 2017 held at the Iskandar Regional 
Development Agency (IRDA).  
 
Andie Ang (Raffles Banded Langur Working Group), Vincent Chow (MNSJ) and Prof Mashhor 
(Malaysian Primatology Society) were the main press interviewee and workshop presenters.  
 



 

 
Andie Ang, Vincent Chow and Prof Mashhor 

 
11. Social Media 
 
NSS Facebook page has over 13,000 followers. 
 
NSS Facebook group has also over 14,000 members. 
 
We Support the Green Corridor Facebook page has over 12,000 followers. 
 
 
12. Road Show 
 
A society-wide roadshow was held at the vacant ground outside Punggol MRT. 
 
The exhibition ‘Bringing Nature to the Heartland’ was held from 2-20 Aug 2017 with photo 
exhibits and activities from various SIGs.  
 



 

 
 
The roadshow ran concurrently with a food fair event. 
 

 



 

 
 
 
Education Committee 
by Goh Ter Yang 
 
In addition to continuing our flagship nature outreach programme, Fun with Nature, the 
Education Committee has been working over the past year to plan and prepare to expand 
our activities beyond Fun with Nature.  
 
Fun with Nature Programme for NSS Kids & the Public 
 
Fun with Nature is our flagship nature outreach programme for children aged between 4 to 
12 years old, open to both members (NSS Kids) and the public. In fact, the programme is 
targeted not just at kids, but at the entire family. Adults typically outnumber children by 1.5 
times (e.g. one kid attending with both parents). The family learns about nature together, 
and in many instances, parents and caregivers help reinforce the imparted knowledge. 
 
In 2017, we had six Fun with Nature sessions: 

a) NSS Kids’ Fun with Nature at Bukit Timah Nature Reserve, 19 Feb 2017, led by Goh 
Si Guim 
 
 

b) NSS Kids' Fun with Birds at Kranji Marshes, 23 April 2017, led by Lee Ee Ling   
 

c) NSS Kids' Fun with Herps at Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve, 18 June 2017, led by 
Law Ing Sind & Law Ingg Thong 
 

d) NSS Kids’ Fun with Beautiful Butterflies at Jurong Eco Garden, 16 July 2017, led by 
Amy Tsang & Lena Chow 

 
e) Fun with Otters at Marina Bay-Kallang River, 24 Sep 2017, led by Bernard Seah 

This event was covered by The Straits Times in Print, Online and Facebook with 900+ 
likes 

 
f) NSS Kids’ Fun with Frogs at Tampines Eco-Green, 2 December 2017, led by Timothy 

Pwee, Gloria Seow, Lena Chow, Ivan Kwan and Abel Yeo 
      
We wish to thank all the specialist guides and regular volunteers such as Timothy Pwee & 
Lena Chow. If you are passionate about nature education and wish to volunteer, please 
email Gloria at gloria_seow@yahoo.com. All trips are covered in the Fun with Nature blog at 



 

http://funwithnature.blogspot.sg/, which continues to be ranked #1 on Google under the 
search terms ‘Fun with Nature’.  
 
NSS Volunteer Development Programme 
 
This is a Society-wide programme that aims to equip volunteers with skills for nature 
appreciation and environmental stewardship. It consists of three levels of attainment, 
ranging from the basic level suitable for beginners to more advanced levels for aspiring 
volunteer leaders. Over the past year, we have been speaking with various SIGs to identify 
skills and knowledge for each attainment level. Currently, we are in the midst of designing 
processes for the teaching and assessment of the skills and knowledge. We aim to conduct a 
pilot run of this programme later in 2018. 
 
Art in the Park 
 
Art in the Park is a series of art sessions held at various nature areas in Singapore. Each 
session typically hosts about 12 people and is led by one or two more experienced artists.  
 
In 2017, we had six Art in the Park sessions: 

a) Art in the Park at Lotus Pond, Pulau Ubin, 21st Jan 2017 
 

b) Art in the Park at Tampines Eco Green, 25th Mar 2017   
 

c) Art in the Park at Pekan Quarry, Pulau Ubin, 11th June 2017 
 

d) Art in the Park at ACRES Sanctuary, 6th Aug 2017 
 

e) Art in the Park at Fort Canning, 28th Oct 2017 
 

f) Art in the Park at Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve, 5th Nov 2017 
 
An article about the beginnings of Art in the Park was published in the Jan-Mar 2018 issue of 
Nature Watch. 
 
Volunteers of Art in the Park are in the process of designing and publishing a children’s 
colouring book featuring native wildlife in Singapore. Currently, drawings of animals to be 
featured in the book have been finalized while graphics design of the book is still in 
progress. We aim to publish this colouring book later this year. 
 
We would like to thank our regular volunteers, especially Van Wangye and Alpana Ahuja. 
 



 

Incorporating nature education into subjects in schools 
We are currently advising a group of National Institute of Education trainee teachers who 
are designing lesson plans and teaching resources to incorporate nature education into 
secondary school subjects. In the pilot phase, to be carried out in 2018, we plan to conduct 
a few trial lessons in a few schools using the nature-infused lesson plans and resources.   
   
 
Fundraising Committee 
by Ben Szeto and Vicki Guthrie 
 
Mrs. Vicki Guthrie joined the committee late during the year. As the first step in our 
fundraising efforts, letters to life members were prepared and mailed out to them 
requesting for donations to help with our essential outreach and volunteer work. 
 
Future Plans 
 
We are currently looking into plans for growing the membership, improving our website 
design and presentation to allow funds to be obtained more effectively, and sourcing for 
new sponsors to fund our new projects as well as building our core funding. 
 
In order to  successfully increase fundraising, three priority areas have been identified: 

1. Developing fundraising materials 
2. Widening networks  
3. Creating a coordinated corporate donation programme 

 
  

Membership Committee 
by Peter Connell  
 
The committee has been reorganised into a less formal working group, currently including 
the Secretary, Assistant Secretary, Assistant Treasurer, the Council member with 
coordinating responsibility for fund-raising, and of course our long-serving and excellent 
Membership Officer. The group’s vision, adopted from the NSS strategic plan, is to double 
NSS’s membership by 2020.  A larger membership will support all three of the Society’s 
thrusts – stronger advocacy on nature issues, deeper engagement by Singaporeans with 
nature, and a more robust scientific underpinning for all of our activities. 
 
The group is currently working in two main areas: to improve our membership systems and 
strengthen our marketing of the Society to both existing and prospective new members.  On 
the systems front, we decided to drop plans announced last year to introduce new plastic 



 

membership cards and, instead, skip a technology generation by shifting to mobile/screen-
based ‘cards’.  This offers the benefits of avoiding yet more plastic while enabling web 
connectivity; such connectivity should allow us to automate many of the currently manual 
processes used when interfacing with and tracking members.  By year-end, an app supplier 
had been contracted and the screen designs were under way.  The app design will be 
finalised and introduced to members during 2018.  Follow-on steps will include design of 
better internal reports on membership numbers and, hopefully, introduction of portable 
technology at NSS events to eliminate the current laborious manual records. 
 
On the marketing front, the first focus has been on loyalty schemes and harmonising 
membership messaging with the Society’s new approaches to fund-raising.  At least five 
major providers of nature-related equipment, services or publications have been identified 
and will be approached in 2018 to create or cement discount privileges for NSS members.  In 
parallel, the messaging being developed for fund-raising will be adapted to help attract new 
and anchor existing members, and the new membership app will be used to improve 
communication frequency and quality with members.  Follow-on work will turn to 
simplifying the currently complex membership categories and pricing and identifying new 
channels for reaching both existing and prospective new members, culminating in a more 
systematic approach to communications. 
 
The Society’s membership area is currently in a ferment of new ideas.  We definitely need to 
expand the working group with new volunteers who can together assist us by providing yet 
more ideas and impetus to support the day-to-day administration and expansion of the 
membership effort.  If you would like to join this effort, please contact Membership Officer 
Joe Lim (joe@nss.org.sg). 
 

 

❧ ❧ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

REPORTS OF SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 

 
Bird Group Report  
by Lim Kim Chuah 
 
It was another busy year for the Bird Group (BG) with a flurry of activities throughout the 
year. These activities comprised of: 

1. 16 bird walks including 6 at Kranji Marsh in collaboration with NParks 
 

2. 5 Talks 
 

3. 6 citizen science based censuses 
 

4. 4 public outreach activities 
 

5. Participation in 4 international events 
 

6. 1 Raptor Workshop 
 

7. 33rd Singapore Bird Race 
 
In addition, some members of the BG also found time to jointly published two papers: 

• Bird Conservation International, Volume 28, Issue 1 Significance of the 
globally threatened Straw-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus zeylanicus 
populations in Singapore: a last straw for the species? 

• BirdingAsia 27 (2017):107-111, Migratory bird collisions with man-made 
structures in South-East Asia: a case study from Singapore 

The BG continues to strive to involve younger members of the society. To this end, the BG 
has engaged actively with students from the universities and has successfully involved these 
students in some of our bird censuses. 

The BG has also been reaching out to the public via the Singapore Bird Group blog and 
facebook Singapore Birder. Both the blog and Singapore Birder received good readership. 
The BG blog publishes a monthly Bird Report and a regular Raptor Report. Both these 
reports are acting as depositories for documenting bird records of significance. Otherwise 
most of these records would be forgotten and lost in due course.  



 

2018 will continue to be very busy for the BG. On top of the usual activities, BG will also be 
collaborating with NParks in a 24-month survey of Pulau Ubin. The BG will continue to be 
inclusive and will reach out to people of all ages and all walks of life. 
 
 
Butterfly Interest Group  (BIG)  
by Amy Tsang & Anuj Jain 
 
Butterfly and Insect Walks conducted in 2017 

In 2017, the Butterfly and Insect Group (BIG) conducted a total of 7 Butterfly Walks led by 
BIG members, and one Insect Walk led by the Entomological Network of Singapore (ENSIN). 

 

Forest Butterfly Walks 

Four (4) of the walks occurred within the Central Catchment Nature reserve (CCNR) namely, 
Rifle Range (2x), Upper Seletar Reservoir (USR) and Windsor Park.  On these walks within 
matured secondary forest, participants had the opportunity to view forest species of 
butterflies and insects.  Besides the more common forest butterflies, USR also yielded rare 
species such as Chocolate Royal (Remelana jangala travana), Bifid Plushblue (Flos diardi 
capeta), Sylhet Oakblue (Arhopala silhetensis adorea), whilst at Rifle Range, two Lesser 
Harlequins (Laxita thuisto thuisto) were spotted by the forest edge.  

 

Park and Cultivated Garden Butterfly Walks  

Three (3) of the walks were conducted in matured parks and cultivated gardens.  These 
included the Singapore Botanic Gardens (SBG), Bt Panjang Park and Khoo Teck Puat Hospital 
(KTPH) with its extensive semi-indoor and high-rise gardens.  Participants on the SBG walk 
had the good fortune of sighting the life cycle - egg, caterpillar, pupa, butterfly - of the 
Common Rose (Pachliopta aristolochiae asteris), S’pore’s popularly selected National 
Butterfly, when they came across its hostplant, Aristolochia acuminata, near the Evolution 
Garden.   

The Contiguous Swift, a new butterfly species for KTPH, was spotted on the day that the 
walk was held.  However, at Bt Panjang Park, BIG leaders missed the sight of the Plain 
Nawab (Polyura hebe Plautus), Horsefield’s Baron (Tanaecia iapis puseda), Bigg’s Brownie 
(Miletus biggsii biggsii) and Grey Pansy (Junonia atlites atlites) which were seen fairly 
frequently before the development of high-rise condo units in its vicinity.   

 



 

Mixed Habitat Butterfly Walk 

The butterfly walk at Jurong Eco Garden (JEG) led by BIG members in support of the 
Education Subcommittee / ‘Fun with Kids’, witnessed the Common Birdwing, whose female 
is the largest butterfly in Singapore. The mixed habitat of JEG included a butterfly garden, 
secondary forest and vegetation, a freshwater swamp and a rocky stream. Other insects 
such as Mayflies and dragonflies like the common Parasol, were also spotted at JEG.   

Below is the schedule of walks conducted and the number of people who attended it in 
parentheses. The headcount includes kids.   

1. 26/2 Singapore Botanic Gardens (Park) led by Amy Tsang [30+ pax] 
 

2. 26/3 Rifle Range to Jelutong (CCNR) led by Simon Chan [25+ pax] 
 

3. 13/5 Khoo Teck Puat Hospital (Park) led by Simon Chan [50+ pax; public event] 
 

4. 29/7 Rifle Range Forests (CCNR) by Gan CW (replaced Rail Corridor walk which was 
closed for public) [20+ pax] 

 
5. 16/7 Jurong Eco Garden (Mixed habitat) by Gloria Seow [20+ pax]. BIG was 

supporting Education Committee with their FUN with Kids walk. 
  

6. 29/8 Upper Seletar Reservoir (CCNR) by Amy Tsang [40+ pax] 
 

7. 16/9 Windsor Park (CCNR) by Mark Wong/ENSING (Insect walk) [40+ pax] 
 

8. 17/9 Bt Panjang Park (Park) by Simon Chan [30+ pax]  
 

 
Moth Workshop (on 4 & 5 Nov 2017 led by Roger Kendrick) 
 
Another key activity in 2017 was the 2-day Moth Workshop organized by BIG and hosted by 
National Parks at SBG’s Botany Centre.  It was led by Roger Kendrick, a moth expert with 
over 25 years of moth recording and nature conservation in the United Kingdom and Hong 
Kong.  Participants were mostly from NSS and NParks, with other enthusiasts from the Asian 
region. Rich learnings were gained by participants on Macro and Micro moths in the Asian 
region including one night’s field study.  In conclusion, Roger Kendrick and NSS Roger 
encouraged participants to keep up with the sighting, identification and recording of moths 
so as to widen our knowledge on this important subject.   



 

 

 

Nature News Articles 

In 2017, BIG members also contributed a number of articles on sightings and observations of 
butterflies conducted during walks at various forest, park and indoor cum high rise garden 
venues.   These are listed as below.   

1. Memorable Insect Night Walk at Kranji Marshes by Soh Kam-Yung ( Jan-Feb  NN ) 
 

2. Protecting our National Butterfly the Common Rose by Amy Tsang (Jan-Feb NN)  
 

3. Butterfly walk at the Botanic Gardens with Common Rose Surprise by Amy Tsang & 
Daryl Ng (13 yrs old)  (May-Jun NN) 

 
4. Exploring Khoo Teck Phut Hospital for its Butterflies by Simon Chan (Jul-Aug NN) 

 
5. Butterfly Observations in Singapore by Amy Tsang (Sep-Oct NN) 

 
6. Memorable Forest Butterflies at Upper Seletar Reservoir by Sei Wei An (Nov-Dec NN) 

 
7. NSS Kids Fun with Beautiful Butterflies at Jurong Eco Garden by Gloria Seow (Nov-

Dec NN) 
 

 
 



 

Article on Moth Workshop (conducted on 4 & 5 Nov 2017 was published in 2018 Jan-Feb 
NN)   

Photo contributions by various butterfly watchers in the above articles:  Soh Kam-Yung, KC 
Tsang, Simon Chan, Gan Cheong Weei, Amy Tsang, Gloria Seow, Suresh, Sei Wei An, Zen 
Feng Zhinhua.    

 

Nature Watch Articles 

Amy and KC Tsang wrote an engaging article titled ‘Stunning butterflies of Northern 
Thailand’ in which they report on the tiny to the flamboyant butterflies spotted during their 
week-long trip to Chiang Mai with observations of butterfly behaviour and survival 
strategies.  

 

Outreach Talks 

Anuj Jain conducted an outreach talk titled ‘Discovering the butterflies of Singapore’ at the 
Singapore Science Centre on 12 Aug. This was attended by over 30 kids and their 
parents/guardians. Following the talk, we took a tour of the butterfly enclosure at the 
Science Centre.  

 

Pulau Ubin Comprehensive Moth Survey  

BIG has been engaged by the National Parks Board to support them conduct a 2-year 
comprehensive moth survey on Pulau Ubin. A briefing organized by NParks was attended by 
Anuj and Gan of BIG on 22 September 2017. We have since developed a methodology and 
survey protocol and will be starting surveys from mid-2018.   

 

NSS Booth at Punggol in Sep 2017 

BIG provided photos and content for panels at NSS booth in Punggol. We hope the panels 
will help showcase NSS work and support its cause.  

 



 

 

  

iNaturalist Butterflies and Moths Projects 

BIG (along with members of public) have been actively entering their butterfly and moth 
observations on iNaturalist. The projects now have 316 species of butterflies and 463 
species of moths already recorded making them one of the most comprehensive interactive 
databases for Lepidoptera in Singapore.    

 

 



 

Jalan Hijau Group 
by Tan Hang Chong with help from Kerry Pereira 
 
Forest Clean-up at Pulau Ubin 
 

S/N Activity Date 
No. of 
People 

1 Forest Clean Up at Pulau Ubin 4-Feb-17 27 
2 Forest Clean Up at Pulau Ubin 30-Apr-17 17 
3 Forest Clean Up at Pulau Ubin - exclusive for Bloomberg 24-Jun-17 12 
4 Forest Clean Up at Pulau Ubin - exclusive for Bloomberg 1-Jul-17 19 
5 Pesta Ubin: Forest Clean Up at Pulau Ubin 2-Jul-17 24 
6 Forest Clean Up at Pulau Ubin - exclusive for SAP 14-Jul-17 19 
7 Forest Clean Up at Pulau Ubin 20- Aug-17 11 
8 Forest Clean Up at Pulau Ubin 30-Sep-17 15 
9 Forest Clean Up at Pulau Ubin - exclusive for SAP 20-Oct-17 23 

10 Forest Clean Up at Pulau Ubin - exclusive for ConocoPhillips 3-Nov-17 45 
11 Forest Clean Up at Pulau Ubin 25-Nov-17 6 

 
Total No. of People in 2017: 218 
 
Acknowledgements 
Our sincere thanks to all our volunteers who have helped in our activities to ensure the 
continued success of our efforts especially to Zulkhairee Sulaiman, Venessa Lee, Tan Jia Hui, 
Hazeera Bi Wahid, Eunice Teo, and Wayne Yeo. 
 
 
Marine Conservation Group (MCG) 
by Stephen Beng  
 
Following our efforts to promote interest and awareness of our marine environment in 
2016, the Marine Conservation Group channeled more efforts in 2017 towards helping the 
society achieve its other two mission goals; to encourage and promote responsible attitudes 
towards the conservation of our natural heritage and the environment, and to initiate and 
support research projects relating to the study and conservation of nature and the 
environment.  We remained focused on the NSS vision to lead a cultural transformation in 
Singaporean attitudes to nature conservation and biodiversity, and upheld ourselves as 
strong advocates for the environment by our actions through our three main thrusts. 

 

 



 

 I. CONNECTING PEOPLE TO NATURE 

 

 A. OUTREACH 

 

1. Asia Boating Forum – On 8th April 2017, Stephen Beng represented NSS as a panel 
speaker during the forum hosted by the International Council of Marine Industry 
Associations (ICOMIA). The dialogue addressed ocean sustainability issues and ways 
civil society and yacht owners can collaborate for healthier seas. 

 
2. ADEX 2017 (Asian Dive Expo) – As part of the Blue-Green Alliance, Asian Geographic 

(UW360) continued to support the partnership by providing space for Raffles Marina 
and NSS to expand our outreach efforts. NSS members were provided free entry to 
the show.  Visitor numbers at the end of 3 days reached 60,296. 

 
3. Singapore Yacht Show (SYS).  MCG hosted a booth each at two concurrent road 

shows.  It was also the first time SYS included marine conservation elements into 
their show and NSS was proud to support.  NSS Bird Group supported the Marine 
Conservation Group at the show, which provided visitors a greater overview of NSS’ 
reach and capabilities.  MCG volunteers were busy at ADEX too with visitors pouring 
in on the first day.  We participated in both shows from 7th to 9th April 2017.  There 
were 14,000 visitors to the SYS. NSS membership was increased as a result of 
volunteer efforts at both shows. The team worked well under the circumstances to 
impress upon both the diving and yachting communities the urgencies of marine 
conservation. 

 
4. NDP2017 Music Video “MOMENTS” featured our NSS MCG Horseshoe Crab Rescue 

& Research program on site at Kranji Mudflats.  It was historical to have our 
volunteers on the big screen during the rehearsals and actual parade but 
monumental to have our marine environment highlighted at our biggest national 
event. 

 
5. GCNS Youth Sustainability Forum: Marissa Beng, Naseera Mubashir and Lester Tan 

hosted the MCG booth at the Global Compact youth conference.  
 

6. Festival of Biodiversity: MCG participated in FOB2017 held at NEX 27th-28th May 
2017.  At a scheduled Library Talk, Isabelle Lee did a sharing about horseshoe crabs 
and her reasons for volunteering with NSS. 

 
7. Yishun SAFRA Fair: MCG hosted a booth for outreach on 18th June 2017. 

 
8. Tembusu College: On 13th July 2017, Stephen Beng was invited to share his views on 

marine conservation efforts in Singapore and the region.  He provided an overview of 



 

the work done through MCG and NSS as a whole.  A good mix of local and 
international students attended from a healthy representation of faculties. 

 

 

 

9. “Ghost Nets of the Ocean” exhibition at the Asian Civilizations Museum: Dr Lim Chye 
Hong (Dy Director, Audience Learning & Digital Media for ACM) hosted a dialogue 
with Stephen Beng and Kua Kay Yaw, on the threats of marine debris and destructive 
fishing practices to Singapore’s coral reefs.  The session explored further into 
integrating art and scuba diving for conservation. 

         
10. UBIN Day: NSS drove outreach from two points during the Ubin festivities through 

the NSS booth raising awareness for our marine species and habitats, and through 
the R.U.M. booth educating visitors about Ubin’s mangroves and the restoration 
project. Lisa Lim, our lead for R.U.M. and the marine debris survey efforts created a 
buzz for Mangroves, and Lester Tan, our lead for the Horseshoe Crab team briefed 
Minister Desmond Lee and G.O.H. Minister Ng Chee Meng.             

 
11. NSS Punggol Roadshow: MCG was pleased to be a part of the NSS Roadshow, which 

was a hit in the heartlands. 
 

12. SGEFF2017 (Singapore Eco Film Festival) : SGEFF was held at the Arts Science 
Museum from 1st to 3rd September 2017 and screened a series of well-chosen, 
heartwarming but assertive short films on pertinent threats to the marine 
environment.  Stephen Beng was a panelist on one of the ocean tracks that screened 
“Sonic Sea”. It was a lively discussion on noise and light pollution’s impact on marine 
mammals and reptiles. 

 



 

13. Singapore Rendezvous: The flamboyant event was sprawled over the entire Raffles 
Marina and took place from 19th to 22nd October 2017.  MCG supported SeaKeepers 
Asia with a Marine Conservation area at the event. 

 
14. MCG conducted several corporate events this year. MCG conducts dedicated outings 

for Companies wishing to support our work through a donation.  
 

15.  NTU “Chasing Coral” screening on 6th November 2017. Initiated and well organized 
by Dr Hiew Shu Hui, with assistance from PhD students at the NTU Society of Young 
Researchers and Social and Recreation Committee. Stephen Beng was invited to give 
a talk about NSS and the work we do for our Blue Spaces. The MCG team set up 
booth for outreach. 

 
16. Sunburst Environment Program:  Launched in 2013 through a partnership between 

STEP (ST Env Program) and NUS, the weeklong program to build “Green Champions” 
in Singapore is chaired by Dr Serena Teo from TMSI. On 13th Nov 2017, SB shared 
with the 13-15 year olds what MCG does for our blue spaces and why he volunteers.  
107 young people from 13 countries across Asia then presented their perspectives 
on a range of topics centered on the theme of “Climate Change and Environmental 
Sustainability.” The content of their essays were impressive and provided fresh 
perspectives of difficult problems. Their presentations reflected the thoughts, visions 
and passion amongst our youth with different cultures and dreams. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

B. ADVOCACY WORK 

1. Mangrove Kayaking  (Lead: Teo Say Chong) 

 

 

2. Horseshoe Crab Rescue & Research (Lead: Lester Tan) 
	

	
	
	

3. Marine Debris Surveys (Leads: Lisa Lim, R.U.M. and Bryan Leong, Kranji Mudflats) 

 
 



 

 

 

4. Talks 

 

 

C. COMMUNICATION 

 

1. MCG relies on several media platforms to reach different audiences.  We send 

updates of what we’ve been up to, exciting finds during our site visits and important 

conservation messages and stories.  Although there’s been an increase in followers, 

we need more Singaporeans to protect our seas and shores. Have your friends and 

family follow us on Instagram and Twitter (@mcgnss for both). 

 

2. The official email for MCG enquiries: marinecg.nss@gmail.com   

 

Horseshoe Crab R&R: hscrr.nss@gmail.com 



 

 

Mangrove Kayaking: nsskayaking@gmail.com 

Marine Debris Surveys (Coastal Clean-ups): nssccu@gmail.com 

 

Chair, MCG: stephenbeng.nss@gmail.com  

 

Other than these email addresses, all other email addresses and their owners do not 

represent NSS Marine Conservation Group 

 

3. Internal communications is an area we constantly want to improve. MCG leaders 

meet monthly for planning, training and cohesion. Frequent surveys of marine fauna 

are conducted within the leader group at sites other than our regular ones. 

 
4. Mainstream Media Engagement: 

 
3rd Jan 2017 Channel News Asia: “Mangled Sea Turtle found along Changi Beach.” 

 
3rd Jan 2017 TODAY: “Sea Turtle with sliced shell found dead at Changi.” 

 

6th Jan 2017 Straits Times: “Big cleanup of S’pore’s northeastern coast after oil spill.” 
 

11th Jan 2017 Channel News Asia: “Singapore Tonight” Johor Oil Spill 

 
14th Jan 2017 Straits Times: “Corals adapting to warming seas.” 

 

16th Jan 2017 Straits Times: Home in Focus “Prehistoric critters’ hot, sweaty helpers   
 

19th Jan 2017 Channel News Asia: “Guidelines being developed to protect marine 

animals from recreational boaters: NParks.” 

 

21st Apr 2017 Straits Times: “3 dolphins cannot be accounted for.” 

 

23rd Apr 2017 Channel News Asia: “Singapore Tonight” Coastal Clean-up for Earth 

Day 

 



 

26th Apr 2017 Straits Times, Voices Of Youth: “Be more mindful of the litter we 

create” 

 

* Special mention to Audrey Tan of the Straits Times for her ability to substantiate 

balanced views of environmental issues while raising questions which need asking. 

 

5. MCG in other media: 

 

18th Feb 2017 MegaYachtNews: “SeaKeepers Society Sailing to Singapore for Asia 

Awards”	

 

27th Mar 2017 Marine Business World: “Marina Industry and NSS to collaborate on 

joint eco-initiatives.”	
 

10th Apr 2017 IBI Plus: “Asia Boating Forum 2017 review” 
 

13th Apr 2017  Seakeepers.org “SeaKeepers Asia Award Dinner 2017” 
 

5th May 2017  PRESTIGE: “The Guardians of the sea called on boat owners to help 

with ocean conservation efforts.” 
 

MAGZTER: “The Water Diviner” 

 
30th May 2017 LUXUO: “Calling all SeaKeepers: SeaKeepers Asia Awards 2017” 

 

May-June 2017 NatureNews: “MCG receives SeaKeepers Asia Achievement Award” 
 

Oct-Dec 2017 MND Happy Hands Issue 17: “Making Waves in Marine Conservation.” 

 

9th June 2017 95.8FM: “Ghost Nets” Exhibit at ACM. Kua Kay Yaw represented NSS. 
	

	

	

	



 

II.  IMPLEMENTING CONSERVATION PLANS 

 

 A. CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES 

 

1. MCG is as an active member of the “Marine Turtle Working Group” – MCG 

leaders attended the first Sea Turtle Patrol exercise held on Sisters’ Islands and 

East Coast Parkway.  Organized by NParks Coastal and Marine Branch, MCG 
leaders learnt about Sea Turtle ecology and experienced an overnight patrol of 

the beaches. The team: Lisa Lim, Cheryl Lao, Marissa Beng, Albert Liu, and Lester 

Tan. 

 
2. MCG internship programs have grown and continue to include citizen science 

research for students of various ages. 

 
3. On 20th February 2017, MCG met with NSS Education Committee to initiate 

plans and training workflow for our capacity development programs. 

 
4. MCG met with Fundraising and Memberships Committees to assist with project 

identification and strategic planning.  

 

5. Stephen Beng and Sivasothi meet frequently to share work done to mitigate 
marine pollution.  NSS supports ICCS with marine debris and plastic trash data. 

 

6. MCG, TMSI and Nparks are working together to address the invasive alien 
species threat our coastal areas are currently facing.  Mytella strigata, a mussel 

species from South America, has devastated the Kranji Mudflats where a large 

population of Mangrove Horseshoe Crab thrived for many years. The Coastal 
Horseshoe Crab also occurs there and migratory shorebirds rely on the grounds 

for feeding. The invasive species has spread far and wide and we are finding 

ways for eradication and for a longer-term biosecurity plan. 
 

7. Francis Lee and Ray Perry from Raffles Marina began discussions with Stephen 

Beng on progressing the Blue Green Alliance and further the good conservation 
work between boaters, divers and marine conservationists. 



 

 

B. GOVERNMENT ENGAGEMENT 

 

1. Following a discussion between PCG and MCG on 23rd February 2017, the Police 
Coast Guard graciously agreed to facilitate access for NSS through the newly 
erected gate at Kranji Bund.  We are thankful to PCG HQ and LCK base 
commanders and staff for going out of their way to allow us continuity in our 
work.   We must all remember this privilege offered by PCG.  We must continue 
to respect their main roles and extra time they put in for the community.   
 
* Special thanks to DC Lau Peet Meng for his support of our work, and to Mr Ang 
Eng Seng for committing to a partnership to protect our shores together. 

 
2. MCG continues to reason for policy changes and the inclusion of laws to protect 

endangered marine species and native populations from the threats of 
indiscriminate human consumption and practices. 

 
3. MCG regularly consults with resource managers on best practices, and with land 

developers and planners on the environmental impact of land use.  We remain 
resolute in our requests for reasonable environmental offsets. 

	
 

C. STAKEHOLDER AND CORPORATE ENGAGEMENT 

 

1. On 7th March 2017, MCG met the Marina Industries Association and agreed to 
assist in some of their programs and possibly collaborate further with member 
marinas.   This led to NSS’ participation at the Singapore Yacht Show 2017. 

 
2. MCG met with Singapore Science Centre in Feb 2017. 

 

3. MCG continues to contribute to the quarterly Biodiversity Roundtables. 
 

4. On behalf of NSS MCG, Stephen Beng accepted the responsibility to chair the 

“Friends of the Marine Park” community.  A network, initiated by Minister 
Desmond Lee, which brings together stakeholders groups in an effort to 
encourage active and responsible uses of the marine park.  The inaugural 

meeting was held on 20th June 2017 at the Botany Centre.  Minister Desmond 
Lee graced the event and stayed throughout. The gathering of 43 stakeholder 



 

representatives included government agencies, academia, NGOs, sea sports and 

boating communities.  The first session allowed us to get to know everyone and 

we ensured the views of all stakeholders were heard.  The second gathering on 

29th September 2017 empowered stakeholders with information and decision-

making influence so they could meaningfully participate.  We were encouraged 

by the many joint outings that followed, which displayed the community’s will to 

collaborate for nature. 

 

5. On 7th April 2017, MCG received the International SeaKeepers Society Asia 

Achievement Award 2017.  The award recognized MCG’s openness to 

collaboration, holistic approach to marine conservation and years of dedication 

to the protection of Singapore’s seas and shores.  The event raised awareness of 

NSS’ work at an international level, and allowed MCG to strengthen ties with the 
yachting community and open opportunities for further collaborations. 

 
6. MCG met with Singapore Boating Industry Association and the Environmental 

Defense Fund to follow up from SYS. 
 

7. Mr Francis Lee (President, Raffles Marina) hosted a dinner meeting at the 

marina in appreciation for the SeaKeepers Awards.  Leong Kwok Peng and 
Stephen Beng attended.  SB provided a 10-minute overview of the approach and 
plans of MCG. 

 
8. SB met with Anbu, Dy Chief Executive of ACRES at their facility to find ways of 

mutual support in our similar advocacy campaigns against illegal wildlife trade, 

cruelty-free products and the release of non-native pet species to the wild. Anbu 
and Stephen are both members of the Marine Turtle Working Group. 

 

9. Leong Kwok Peng and Stephen Beng supported Dr Andie Ang at the Raffles 

Banded Leaf Monkey meeting at IRDA Johor, organized by MNSJ. 

 

10. The Singapore Environmental Achievement Awards ceremony and conference 

organized by the Singapore Environment Council was held on 13th October 2017.  

As a previous recipient to the award, Stephen Beng was invited to represent 



 

NSS. The event provides a valuable networking platform for leaders of 

responsible businesses to interact. 

 

11. The EU Commission organized a seminar “Towards a Plastic-Free Ocean” at the 

Four Seasons Hotel. SB represented NSS. 

 

12. MCG attended the Responsible Business Forum on Sustainable Development 

2017, organized by Global Initiatives and the United Nations Development 

Program (UNDP).  RBF brought over 600 leaders together, from businesses, 

governments, NGOs and agencies.  They shared progress reports, integrated 

approaches to implementing the 17 SDGs, offered recommendations for 

accelerating action and innovation for financing. 

 
13. SB attended the NEA Corporate Environment Champions Project Management 

workshop on 27th Nov 2017, organized by NEA. 
 

14. MCG was pleased to join in the celebrations at the Outward Bound Singapore’s 
50th Anniversary.  OBS’ outdoor adventure learning experiences are more crucial 
today as our kids grow up in a more developed and urbanized environment. As 

more mentally and physically rugged youths are developed and inspired to serve 
the community, more can appreciate the natural environment we depend on. 
	

	



 

 

III.  DEEPENING SCIENTIFIC UNDERSTANDING 
 
A. INVOLVEMENT IN SCIENCE AND SCIENCE-LED ACTIVITIES 

1.  MCG regularly assists NParks Coastal and Marine Branch in coral monitoring, coral 
relocation, coral spawning, sea turtle rescues and releases and biodiversity surveys. 
Speaker Tan Chuan-jin continues to support us by attending these working dives.  
Scientific monitoring and surveys are conducted within the Sisters’ Islands Marine 
Park and on selected sites beyond.  We are grateful to be working with a special 
team from NParks Coastal and Marine Branch who are a joy to work with. 

* Special mention to Dr Karenne Tun, Director, Coastal and Marine Branch, NBC, 
NParks for her leadership, inclusiveness and willingness to collaborate. 

2. MCG leaders attended volunteer training for the new St John’s Island Trails. 

MCG also participated in the first marine BioBlitz, organized by NParks as part of the 
Festival of Biodiversity.  Divers were led by field experts to collect biodiversity data at 
the Sisters’ Islands Marine Park.  Dr Huang Danwei discovered a new record to 
Singapore, the Favites vasta that has the largest coral skeleton amongst its genus.  Dr 
Tan Heok Hui (LKCNHM) and Stephen Beng submitted interesting records. 

3.  Dr Dan Friess (NUS Geography) invited Stephen Beng to a mangrove workshop 
and field trip with visiting academics from Germany. Discussions revolved around 
knowledge gaps in microbiology, updates on the EAAF, and efficient methods of data 
gathering. Sivasothi reminded attendees that research papers were made available 
online and are the basis for education. Two key points : First, Coastal clean-up 
organizers have the responsibility to translate their work into conservation actions.  
Second, there is a greater need to make research a reality through collaboration. 



 

 

4. MCG participated in the International Conference on Clean Water Air and Soil 
(CleanWAS) held in Bangkok from 25th to 27th August 2017.  Lester Tan and Naseera 
Mubashir represented NSS at the event where the Asian Horseshoe Crab working 
group meetings convened.  The annual conference, under the International Water, 
Air and Soil Conservation Society, is supported by universities from Malaysia, 
Thailand and China, and aims to bring academics and practitioners together.  Our 
duo shared about our research and conservation work for horseshoe crabs in 
Singapore. 

5. The East Asian Institute invited Stephen Beng to represent Singapore civil society 
at the Network of East Asian Think-Tanks (NEAT) working group conference held in 
Jakarta from 27th to 29th August 2017.  The track-2 think tank aims to tackle water 
pollution in East Asia and discussions revolved around marine plastic pollution and 
regional cooperation. NSS MCG was the only Singaporean representative and the 
only NGO amongst academia and government officials from the ASEAN nations, 
Japan, Korea and China.  SB shared on civil society’s role in bridging the public and 
private sectors, stressed on the growing threats of microplastics, gave an overview of 
Singapore’s existing laws, policies and regulations, and reiterated the importance of 
prioritizing prevention and the adoption of an integrated approach to tackling 
marine pollution.  He encouraged cooperation between governments, businesses 
and civil society, and offered help in capacity building. 

6. MCG continues to support the Restore Ubin’s Mangroves (R.U.M.) project led by 
Dr. Dan Friess, and look forward to deeper involvement in Phase II. 

7. SB attended the planning meeting for the 4th Asia-Pacific Coral Reef Symposium 
(APCRS) planning held in Cebu 19th to 22nd November 2017.  Initiated in 2006 by Prof 
Chou Loke Ming, APCRS seeks to provide a forum for scientists, educators, managers, 
environmentalists and relevant stakeholders from key organizations to share 



 

knowledge and experiences on coral reef biology, ecology, management and 
conservation.  We are grateful to Dr. Karenne Tun and Prof. Chou LM for including 
us. 

8. NSS is a voting member of the IUCN and MCG continues to seek protection for 
native marine species without a conservation status.  We look forward to expanding 
our involvement with more specialist and conservation planning groups within the 
international network. 

 

B. RESEARCH 

 

1. MCG conducted volunteer training for HSCRR leaders.  The training focused on 

improvements to the conduct of the event, methods of data collection, and other 

research questions to be included. 
 

2. Further citizen science research projects are in the pipeline. 

 

GRATITUDE 

 

To the generous individuals and the people behind the organizations who have supported 
us financially and helped our work for nature to grow.  Nature wins with your kindness. 

To the many leaders in government, businesses and academia that recognized value in local 
NGO work and embraced our partnership. Nature wins when we collaborate. 

To our volunteers, who constantly and enthusiastically give their time and efforts.  Nature 
wins with your passion and commitment. 

To our long-standing advisors, Mr. Francis Lee and Prof. Chou Loke Ming who give tirelessly 
for the benefit of our marine environment.  Nature wins when a legacy of stewardship 
continues. 

To our EXCO and council members, who graciously support our work. Nature wins when we 
are united. 

 



 

 

 
 
Nature Ramblers Group 
by P Pandian, Sutari Supari & Soh Lay Bee 
 
Committee members 

P. Pandian, Sutari Supari , Benjamin Ho, Ali Jaafar, See Swee Leng, Rehan Yusoff, Soh Lay 
Bee,  

Advisor: Dr. Ho Hua  

Activities (Jan – Dec 2017) 

1. Jan 13th   Dairy Farm-Mandai Track 15 Ramble 
46 members came for the ramble (5pm-9.30 pm) 

2. May 6th   Gunung Lambak Climb (Johor)  
12 members came for the climb(8am-11pm) 
 

3. June 17th   Pulau Ubin Ramble 
27 members turned up for the ramble(8am-1pm) 

 
4. July 15th     Lim Chu Kang Ramble(Kranji Dam Carpark – Hay Dairy Goat Farm) 

30 members came for the ramble 
 

5. Oct 21st  Ramble under the stars - Changi Point to  Nicoll Drive 
5 members came for the ramble (5pm-10 pm) 

  
 

Acknowledgements 

Nature Ramblers’ Committee would like to thank all members who supported and 
participated in the various rambles; roughing it up, trekking the unbeaten trails. We enjoyed 
the great company as well as indulging in the appreciation of nature. THANK YOU! 

 
 
 



 

Plant Group 
by Bian Tan 

Plant Group Chair 
 
In December 2017, Bian Tan took over from Tony O’Dempsey as Plant Group Chair. 
 
 
ESN Plant List 
 
The Plant Group assisted Anuj Jain with the ESN pilot programme by compiling a list of 
suitable plant species for monitoring in schools. 
 
 
Sarimbun Scout Camp Project 
 
The Plant Group (along with other SIGs) helped survey the plants within the campground 
and in the adjacent secondary forest on 9th December 2017 and 24th February, 2018. A total 
of 86 plant species were observed and recorded, including four that are listed as Critically 
Endangered, one that is Endangered, and six that are Vulnerable. The data will be used to 
inform conservation and restoration efforts that are part of an interpretive trail within the 
compound. 
 
 
Vertebrate Study Group (VSG) 
by Ng Bee Choo, Tony O’Dempsey & Vilma D’Rozario 

1) Sungei Yu (Merapoh) Surveys with MYCAT:  

VSG members continued to  assist and extended MYCAT in wildlife monitoring at the Sungei 
Yu Wildlife Corridor in Pahang. 3 trips were made in April 2017, July and Oct 2017.  The aims 
of this wildlife monitoring programme were to establish the baseline status of biodiversity 
(mainly terrestrial vertebrates) in Tanum Forest Reserve and Sungei Yu Forest Reserve, and 
participate in the Citizen Action for Tiger outreach and conservation programme.  
 
This project was to be for a duration of 3 years. The VSG conducted a total of 9 surveys in 
the area between 2014 and 2017. With camera traps purchased by NSS, and some donated 
by VSG members and friends, we gathered data from 19 different camera trap sites in 4 
survey areas. Camera trap data was supplemented by night spotlighting surveys along 
logging trails either on foot or from a vehicle. Direct sightings of wildlife or their signs during 
camera trap deployment work were also compiled. 
 



 

Over 3,300 trap nights had been accumulated in our survey areas, resulting in a total of 
1,178 triggers of mammal species.  At least 37 terrestrial mammal species were recorded by 
our camera traps, including elephant, golden cat, dhole, banded linsang and large Indian 
civet. Eight species of birds, for example, the great argus, and two species of reptiles were 
also recorded by our camera traps. 
 
Two camera traps were lost: one due probably to theft and the other lost in floods. Five 
camera traps had post-survey repair/maintenance in K.L. All cameras, except those lost, 
have been returned to Singapore.  
 
The 3-year survey project ended in April 2017. A final report was written by Marcus A. H. 
Chua and Nick Baker and submitted to MYCAT. An article on the project will be published in 
Nature Watch. 
 
The VSG would like to thank MYCAT, especially Kae Kawanishi, Ashleigh Seow, and Suzalinur 
Manja Bidin for the opportunity to be a part of this project, and ensuring the smooth 
operation of all field surveys. Jabatan Perlindungan Hidupan Liar Dan Taman Negara 
(PERHILITAN) and Jabatan Perhutanan Negeri Pahang Darul Makmur kindly granted the 
necessary permits. We thank the Nature Society (Singapore) for supporting the survey. The 
VSG core team for the project are Nick Baker, Marcus A.H. Chua, Vilma D’Rozario, Ng Bee 
Choo, Noel Thomas, and Yeo Suay Hwee.  
 
 
2) NSS Road Show at Punggol 
  
Various members provided pictures of urban vertebrates for exhibition. Kelvin Lim provided 
species write ups. 
 
 
3) NSS’s Every Singaporean a Naturalist (ESN) Program 
 
VSG has provided pictures and write-up for mammals and frogs and lizards for this outreach 
program for students to monitor wildlife in their school grounds or nature areas. 
 
 
4) Singapore Pangolin Working Group (SPWG)   
 
On 1-2 July 2017, 50 local and international stakeholders got together at Wildlife Reserves 
Singapore to develop this National Conservation Action Plan for Sunda Pangolins, a 
document that will serve as a guide for the practical and scientific approaches to the long-
term survival of pangolins in Singapore. The members of the SPWG are working on the 
document now and it will be published later this year. A number of VSG members have also 
been helping to Ms. Helen Nash to track released pangolins for her research work. Bee Choo 
and Nick Baker represent VSG for this working group.  



 

 

5) Wild Boar Working Group (SPWG)   
 
Led by AVA, this group was formed in 2017 meeting was convened in early-Oct 17 in 
response to the 2 traffic incidents involving wild boars in end-Sep 2017. 2 other high profile 
incidents had occurred, namely the incident at Hillview Ave on 19 Oct 2017 and the Punggol 
West Flyover incident on 21 Nov 2017. Members include staff of AVA, NParks, ACRES, SPF 
(Singapore Police Force) and WRS (Wildlife Reserve Singapore). Rules of Engagement and 
measures for handling of wild boars were discussed during the meetings. Tony O’Dempsey 
represent VSG for this working group.  
 
 
6) Raffles’ Banded Langur (RBL) Working Group 
 
Led by Dr. Andie Ang, in Jan 2017 and Jun 2017 volunteers discussion session was held at at 
SBG and surveys at Upper Seletar Reservoir and a joint meeting with Malaysian Nature 
Society (MNSJ) was arranged to discuss progress and to move things forward with the 
research on RBL in Johor. The Species Action Plan (SAP) was jointly produced in August 
2016. Bee Choo, Nick Baker and Yeo Suay Hwee represent VSG for this working group. 

 

7) Comprehensive biodiversity survey of Ubin  

Surveys will start in Jan 2018 for 2 years. This survey aims to update inventory list of most of 
the flora and fauna in Pulau Ubin. VSG is involved in monthly overnight surveys amphibians, 
reptiles and mammals. VSG members will assist in setting camera traps, sherman traps, pit 
fall traps, harp traps, mist nets, bat detectors and transects surveys. Training was held in 
early November 2017 and conducted by Noel Thomas, attended by several VSG members. 

 

8) Biodiversity Roundtable Meetings  

Led by National Parks Board and Mr. Sivasothi (NUS), this group was formed to discuss 
issues pertaining to nature conservation, biodiversity related activities and programs for 
NGOs, government sectors and institutions to share and exchange information in a 
collaborative and cohesive manner. Events such as Festival of Biodiversity, Pesta Ubin are 
shared during the meetings. Meetings are held 2 to 3 times a year. Bee Choo and Tony 
represent VSG.  

 

 



 

9) Illegal Wildlife Trade discussion at NUS Law Faculty 

A few meetings were held in NUS law faculty to discuss the proposed revision of Wild 
Animals and Birds Act. Bee Choo helped to organise APCEL legal framework seminar at NUS 
Law Faculty on 31st July 2017.  

10) Bukit Batok Nocturnal Walk  
 
For NSS members only, led by Tony O’Dempsey on 16th Sep 2017 (Sat) at 6.30-9.30pm. 
Morten Strange did a write-up about the walk for Nature News.  
 

11) Panti - Vert Day (9-10 Sep 2017) 

Organised by Subaraj and Shamla for the VSG group to study the vertebrates of Panti Forest 
Reserve. 5 groups of 4-5 persons competed to list species there. A list of the wildlife 
recorded will be compiled. 
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